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At the end of the 19th century the slide rule 
market of Russia was dominated by French 
Tavernier-Gravet slide rules. For instance the slide 
rule instructions of C. A. Shostak 
(Logarifmicheskaya lineika - Règle à calculs, 
Odessa, 1885), A. P. Morzhov (Obshchedostupnoe 
rukovodstvo k schetnoj lineike c prilozheniem 
chertezha lineiki, Vyatka now called Kirov, 1898), 
Yu. G. Elenkovskii (Schetnaja lineika. Rukovodstvo 
eya upotrebleniyu dlya inzhenerov, tekhnikov, 
torgovtsev, zavodchikov, podrjadchikov, bankirov, 
schetovodov i t.d., 1900) and M. A. Netyksa 
(Schetnaja lineika, 1904 & 1914) used Tavernier-
Gravet slide rules of Mannheim type as examples.
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1891

An article about Hasselblatt slide rule in 
Zhurnal ministerstva putei soobshcheniya (№ 1, 
p. 141-150) states that Cherepashinskii rules 
initially made of cardboard in Russia are now 
made of wood and produced in France and 
Germany. There is no name of the author, but 
the critical review has probably been written by 
Cherepashinskii himself.
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1900

V. Kashkarov of Riga 
wrote slide rule book 
(Logarifmicheskaja ili 
schetnaja lineika. 
Rukovodstvo dlya gg. 
inzhenerov i 
tekhnikov, 1900, 31 
p.) that was published 
by V. Erikson’s book 
shop in St. 
Petersburg. The book 
uses Dennert & Pape 
slide rule as an 
example. 30
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1900

The book also contains 
an advertisement of 
Erikson, where 
unnamed, evidently 
just Dennert & Pape 
celluloid covered slide 
rules are offered. 90° 
or 100° for straight 
angle in trigonometric 
scales can be chosen. 
Glass cursors with one 
or two hairlines can be 
bought separately.
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1901

First Russian edition (35+13 p.) of well known 
Faber slide rule book translated by G. 
Zuckermann and printed in Berlin.
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1902

Rukovodstvo k 
upotrebleniyu 
razschetnoi lineiki 
A. W. Fabera, 1902, 
47 p. Mimeograph 
without images is 
based on the 
preceding Faber 
booklet and has 
been made for a 
course held at St. 
Petersburg 
electrotechnical 
institute.
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ca. 1903

Second Russian 
edition (40+13 p.)
of Faber slide rule 
book, also 
considers the digit 
registering cursor.

The fourth edition 
of 48+13 pages is 
also known.
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1904

Nestler instruction 
book (1904 but on 
the cover 1905, 57 
p.) has evidently 
been printed in 
Germany. It 
considers models 
Mannheim, 
Präzision, 
Universal, Rietz, 
Peter and Perry.
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1905

Slide rules in the 
catalogue of 
optical and mec-
hanical 
magazine O. 
Richter in St. 
Petersburg.
Of 7 Mannheim rules 3 are explicitly mentioned 
to be Faber rules, but evidently the remaining 4 
have also been produced by Faber. In addition 
there is a Cherepashinskii rule without maker 
information as well as Boucher circular rule. 
Russian instructions for Mannheim and 
Cherepashinskii rules are also listed.
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ca. 1907

Wichmann 18 
page instruction 
book of unknown 
year. Booklet 
considers a 
Mannheim type 
slide rule with 
chiselled metal 
cursor. There are 
no images with a 
modern cursor of 
the cover.
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ca. 1907

Wichmann also has 
a product catalogue 
where models Dr. 
Frank, Stock-
husen, tachymeter 
rule system Werner, 
loglog rule system 
Wilhelm Schwetz, 
Rietz, Präzision, 
Haldens calculex 
etc. are included. A 
part of it is the 
preceding 
instruction.

sunnuntaina 30. maaliskuuta 2014



1910

Nestler 1910, 95 p. 
book considers 
models Mannheim, 
Fix, Rietz, Nestle, 
Universal, Präzision, 
Peter, Perry and 
Elektro but not 
Cherepashinskii
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1911

A short 13 page 
instruction of 
Nestler № 37 
Elektro slide rule.
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ca. 1912

The newer 
catalogue of 
O. Richter 
printed around 
1912 offers 
here 6 Faber 
normal slide 
rules and 2 
Faber electro-
technical rules.
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ca. 1912
Page 2 of Richter 
catalogue offers 
Faber instructions 
and 3 Faber rules 
(cheap student 
model, Pickworth, 
Schumacher); 7 
Nestler rules 
(Cherepashinskii, 
Rietz, Mannheim, 
Perfekt, Universal, 
Präzision, Chemiker) 
and 2 instructions; 
Dennert & Pape 
Kanalisation rule  
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1912

Yanitskii A.:
Logarimichskaya lineika.
Opisanie lineiki i sposob
pol’zovaniya eyu, Kiev,
1912, 16 p. The book uses Faber rule and con-
tains advertisement of the publisher listing 3 
slide
rules,
evidently
Faber. The
last item
is registe-
ring
cursor.
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1915

Ermolin N. N.: 
Obshchedostupnoe 
prakticheskoe 
rukovodstvo k 
pol’zovaniyu 
logarifmicheskoi 
schetnoi lineikoi, 
1915, 61 p. lists 
different rules of 
Nestler, Faber, 
Wichmann, Schacht 
& Westerich and 
gives the prices in 
German marks.
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1915             A sample of Ermolin’s book
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1918

Fiveger H. & Ber 
A.: Kratkoe 
obshchestupnoe 
rukovodstvo k 
pol’zovaniyu 
schetnoi 
lineikoi, 1918, 
16 p., as well as 
its later editions 
use Nestler 
Rietz as an 
example.
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1923

Pavlov M.: 
Rukovodstvo k 
pol’zovaniyu 
schetnoi 
logarifmichesko
i lineikoi dlya 
proizvodstva 
vychislenii, 
1923, 52 p. 
and its later 
1927 edition, is 
written for 
Mannheim type 
Wichmann rule.
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1925

Radetskii P. C. & 
Nikitin V. A.: 
Logarifmicheskaya 
logarimicheskaya 
lineika, 1925, 157 
p. is now available 
as a reprint and 
considers usual 
(Mannheim) and 
Rietz slide rules as 
well as system 
Wichmann rules.
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1927

Mikhailov (in the 
files of Russian 
National Library 
Ierusalimskii) A. 
M.: Schetnaya 
lineika i ee 
prakticheskoe 
primenenie, 
1927, 54 p.:  

1912

The best slide rules are German (Faber, 
Nestler or Wichmann). However, they are 
expensive and have nowadays almost totally 
disappeared from the Russian market.
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1927

A footnote in the Russian edition of Rietz H. L. 
(ed.): Handbook of mathematical statistics, 
1924: У нас употребляются обычно 
прекрасные немецкие линейки Фабера (в 
Москве продаются в магазине акционерного 
общества „Международная Книга", 
Кузнецкий мост, 12). Free translation:

Commonly used here are excellent German 
Faber slide rules (sold in Moscow at the shop 
of Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga company, 
Kuznetskii bridge 12)
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1927

Faber type technical and commercial slide rule 
of workshop Arkhimedes in Leningrad from: 
Schetnye lineiki. Sistematicheskoe 
rukovodstvo, kustarnaya masterskaya 
Arkhimedes, 1927, 62+2 p.
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1929

The catalogue ”Schetnye lineiki. Sistematicheskoe 
rukovodstvo. Masterskaya schetnykh lineek 
Union, 1929, 64+3 p.” of Leningrad slide rule 
workshop Union honestly states that its products 
are copies of best German Nestler rules.
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1929

The Russian 
translation of 
Schäfer H.: 
Taschenbuch für 
Werkmeister, 
Maschinenbauer, 
Mechaniker etc.

In the slide rule 
instruction appendix 
an image of Nestler 
rule.
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ca. 1929

The small 37 p.
Nestler instruction
does not have
printing year, but it
mentions that the
company has
produced slide rules
for 50 years. Pages
3-29 consider
Mannheim rule and
30-35 Rietz rule.
Almost identical 
booklets were published 
also in 1913 and 1921. 
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ca. 1929

This Nestler 
cylindrical slide 
rule (”best and 
cheapest”) 
advertisement 
image has been 
used without 
Nestler name in 
soviet 
encyclopedias.
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1930

Slide rule article 
of 
Tekhnicheskaya 
entsiklopediya, 
vol. 12, 1930. 
Its second 
edition of 1941 
does not 
mention slide 
rule brands, but 
this cylindrical 
slide rule image 
is still there.
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1931

The German name 
”Rietz” could still 
be used in the 
name of 1931 
book of S. E. 
Efimov. The book 
was published by 
the air force 
academy of red 
army.
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1931

Donde A. M.: 
Logarifmicheskaya 
schetnaya lineika, 
1931, 182 p. is the 
most extensive 
Russian slide rule 
book ever. Mainly 
considers Rietz rules 
Nestler 23, Faber 375 
and 387, but loglog 
rules system Perry 
and Schweth, also 
Nestler 33 Chemiker 
are mentioned.
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1931

The beginning of a magazine article about 
Bahlecke’s ”Maschinenzeit” slide rule made of 
cardboard.
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1932

Milovidov A. E.:
Rukovodstvo k
schetnoi lineike,
Tomsk, 1932,
64 p.

About the only
early soviet
book describing
also the use of loglog scales. Faber № 378 is 
used as an example, but Nestler Elektro with 
one loglog scale is also mentioned. The first 
part of the book is written for Rietz rules Faber 
№ 375 and Nestler № 23.
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1933

The first part of N. 
V. Tsigler’s book 
”Kak rabotat’ 
schetnoi lineikoi”, 
1933, 38 p., is 
based on the use of 
Faber-Castell Rietz. 
The second part 
considers the Soviet  
precise slide rule 
with divided scales, 
made of cardboard.
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1933

Ananov D. G.: 
Logarifmicheskaya 
lineika. 
Obyknovennaya i 
dvuryadnaya 
lineika, 1933, 44 
p. Part I considers 
Rietz rule and part 
II Nestler 27 
Präzision rule with 
divided scales.
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1934

The special slide rule book of Bahlecke was 
translated by A. S. Konardov and equipped with 
comments of A. A. Zernov. 5000 copies were 
printed.
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1934

Polyakov I. D.: 
Metodicheskoe 
rukovodstvo k 
uchebno-
demonstratsion-
nomu posobiyu. 
Logarifmicheskaya 
schetnaya lineika, 
1934, 68 p. 
Nestler № 23 and 
№ 27 are 
mentioned as 
slide rule 
prototypes.
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1935

Vetchinkin V. P.: 
Rukovodstvo po 
priblizhennym 
vychisleniyam, 
1935, 144 p., 
considers 
selection of a 
slide rule and 
also describes 
system Perry 
and Schwetz 
loglog rules.
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1936

Putyata N. A.: 
Prakticheskoe
rukovodstvo dlya
schetnoi lineiki,
1936, 24 p.,
considers the use
of Nestler, Faber
and Prometei
Rietz rules. In
several places
Nestler or Faber
details not
existing in Prometei 
rules are discussed.
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1937

The book Abol’nik B. C.: Rukovodstvo k 
logarifmicheskoi lineike, 2 ed., Omsk, 1937, 
128+2 p also considers slide rule model 
”Elektro”, quite evidently a Nestler even though 
the maker is not mentioned.
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1973

Bol’shaya sovetskaya 
entsiklopediya, Vol. 
14, 1973 with Nestler 
cylinder again. Pocket 
watch slide rule 
image has been taken 
from Wichmann’s 
catalogue. One can 
still read there  
”Runder Rechen-
schieber” but text 
”Haldens Calculex” 
has been deleted.
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1975

I. P. Lapteva wrote 
in 1975 a 25+1 
page instruction 
book about Reiss 
Duplex 3227 slide 
rule. 
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1983
Хренов & Визиров: Логарифмическая линейка, 2 
ed., 1985, 95 p., 240000 copies printed
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1993

Nestler 23 of Russian spacecraft designer 
Sergei Korolev was sold at Sotheby’s for 
impressive price of 24150 dollars.

sunnuntaina 30. maaliskuuta 2014



2014  Some German items now available in Russia

Wehrmacht artillery rule

Dennert & Pape 50 cm

Faber and Wichmann booklets

Wichmann
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2014

Faber-Castell Columbus

Nestler UniversalNestler 23 R/3 Rietz

Faber-Castell
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2014

Mantissa

Reiss

FaberFaber

Aristo
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